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1. Name

historic West Central Historic District

and/or common

2. Location
Roughly bounded by Brown-Delaware Street, 10th Street

street & number John Street and 13th Street N/A_not for publication
city, town ‘Anderson N/A_ vicinity of
state Indiana code (18 county’ Madison code 095
3. Classification
Category Ownership Siatus Present Use
_X_ district - public _X_ occupied . agriculture . museum
— buitding(s) L private _X_. unoccuptled X commercial . park
—structure =2 both _.X_ work in progress — educational X__ private residence
— site Public Acquisition Accessible —— entertainment X religious
—— object —inprocess _ . yes: restricted — government - sclentific

- being considered _¥_ yes: unrestricted — . industrial — transportation

N/A —_no _ military —other:

4. Owner of Property

name Multiple Quwnership

street & number

city, town : — vicinity of : state

5. Location of Legal

Description

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Madison County Recorder's Office, Government Center

street & number : 16 East Ninth Street

clty, town Anderson state Indiana

6. Representalion in Existing Surveys

The Indiana Historic Sites
titte and Structures Inventory has this property been determined eligible? — yes X _no

date 1983 -.— tederal ":?ﬁ___ﬂate ___county __ tlocal

deposltory for survey records Indiana Department of Natural Resources

Indianapolis Indiana

city, town state




7. Description . ‘

Condition " Check one Check one

X exceflemt X deterforated ___ unaltered X___ original site
X good —___ruins X___ altered —_moved  date
X fair —_ unexposed

Bzooribe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

The West Central Historic District is approximately a ten block area located immediately
west of the original plat of Anderson{town). The district is primarily residential in
character with some nonresidential uses centered primarily along 11th Street.

The area consists of ten small additions that were platted between 1854 and 1890. The
large number of subdivisions in this relatively sma?i area probably accounts for the
disjointed pattern of the north-south streets.

As a result of the disjointed north-south streets {some of which are not through streets)
the majority retain their brick pavements. Lincoln and Chase Streets have small sections
that were repaired or widened with Tittle regard to the brick paving blocks. However,
Morton Street retains all of its original brick pavement, along with its early concrete
sidewalks and curbs with iron hitching rings still intact. (Photo 67) B '

In 1974, the City widened and connected two of the smaller north-south streets, Brown and
Delaware, to facilitate movement of traffic around the Central Business District. The

widening of Brown-Delaware destroyed some houses in the district, along with encroaching
‘on some yards.

The majority of the houses in the district were built between 18385 and 1910, coinciding,
in part, with the gas boom in Anderson which began in 1887. The largest portion of the
houses in the area are of frame construction and are either in the Queen Anne style or
are Carpenter-Builder houses. Qther styles represented in the area include Italianate,
Stick, Colonial Revival, Classical Revival, American Foursquare and Bungalow. The area .
has a single example of the Shingle style. B

In addition to the single-family dwellings, a number of small apartwent buildings were
built in the early part of the 20th century and are in scale with many of the larger
houses in the area. Two apartment buildings of a much larger scale were built in the
district in 1927. B e

The district also inc!udeé three churches, one in the Romanesque Revival style, one in the 7t
English Gothic Revival style, and the other in a Baroque style. o

The neighborhood began to decline in the 1930's as a result of the Great Depression. At
this time, a number of the larger houses were divided into smaller units. This practice
continued throughout World War IT and continues up to the present day. However, recently
some houses have been reconverted to single-family dwellings. Many houses were torn
down in the 1960's and 70's as a result of urban renewal. However, the majority of housing
stock has remained intact and many units have undergone rehabilitation since the mid-1970's.

Within the neighborhood is a smajl neighborhood park, located at the southeast corner
of Lincoln and 12th Streets. The park was created in May, 1984, using Community
Development funds. The only improvements to the park at present are the sidewalks and
benches.

The district has approximately 165 major structures. Of these, 14 were rated "outstanding®
in an architectura?/historica survey that was conducted in 1983. The few non-contrubuting
Structures in the district are either recently constructed, or substantially remodeled.
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8. Significance

Period Aveas of Significance—Check and justify below

___ prehistoric _____ archeology-prehistoric ___ community planning ___ landscape architecture ___ religion

. 1400-1489 _ __ archeology-historic ____ conservation _ law ____science

— 1500~1598 ___ agricuiture —-.. €CONOMICS — literature _ — sculpture

___1600-1699 X___ architecture _ education ~— military — social/

. 1700-1798  ____ art ... engineering e MUSIC humanitarian

X_ 1800-1899 X___ commerce ____exploration/settlement __ philosophy — theater

X 1900~ - communications ____ industry __.. politics/government ____ transportation
— invention ———_ other (specity)

Specific dates 1880-1934 Builder/Architect Various

~ Statement of Sigrificance {in one paragraph)

The significance of the proposed UWest Central Historic District is basically two-fold:

(1) the area is closely associated with many of Andersgn's most prominent business, |
professional, and political figures, and {2) it contains some of the finest late 19th

and early 20th century residential architecture extant in the city. The area flourished

_between 1890 and 1930, but entered into a steady economic decline as a result of the Great

Depression. This decline continued until the mid-1970's, when community interest was
revived. Today, many of the homes are being revitalized and renovated. '

The proposed district lies directly west of Anderson's original plat, which was laid
out in 1823 by the town's founder, John Berry. Much of the area within the district
was platted between 1854 and 1874, yet 1ittle development occurred until the discovery
of natural gas in Madison County in 1887.

Up until that time, the region was predominantly rural in character and given over to
agriculture, although a few early schoolhouses: and churches were located there as well.
One of the earliest schools to be built in Anderson Township, c. 1835, was located near

the northwest corner of Brown-Delaware and 11th Streets. Tﬁis frame building was used as .
a schoolhouse for several years, but was later remodeled and converted into a residence.

-The house was subsequently destroyed and the area it once occupied is now a parking lot.

Another early school was located on the west side of Brown-Delaware Street between 11th
and 12th Streets. This structure was built by one of Anderson's first teachers, Joseph
Franklin, in 1863. Unfortunately it, too, has disappeared.

In 1839, Collins Tharp, an early settler, donated a tract of ground immediately west of
Brown-Delaware Street, between 11th and 12th Streets, to the Methodist Episcopal Church of
Anderson for a church site and cemetery. The church was never fully completed, but ser-
vices were still held there for several years. According to church legend, Elder John
Leach, on one of his visits to Anderson, refused to hold services in the structure; he
said it was "cold and disagreeable, besides being out in the woods." The property was
Tater sold and the building used as a carpenter shop until it was destroyed by fire. The
site was used as a cemetery until 1863, and continued to be referred to as the "01d
Cemetery" long after that. Even today the Tegal descriptions of individual properties
situated in that locality refer to cemetery lots.

In 1886, natural gas was first discovered in east central Indiana, and on January 25,
1887, a joint stock company was organized at Anderson to explore for gas in and around
Madison County. Two major stockholiders of that company were Lafe J. Burr (126 West 10th
Street—now demolished) and Harrison Canaday (311 West 11th Street). In March, 1887,
this company sank its first successful well.

Anderson soon became an integral part of the gas boom—the "Queen City of the Gas Belt."
In a matter of only a few years the small, agriculturally-oriented city was transformed
into one of Indiana's major industrial centers. By the turn of the century more than 40
new factories had become established in the city.

i
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9. Major Bibliographical References

Anderson City Directories, various years and publishers.

Carson, Will B,

Who is Who in Anderson.

Anderson: 1908.

10. Gecographical Data

Acreage of nominated property 30 acres
Quadrangle name _Anderson South
UTM References
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Verbal boundary description and justification

_Please see continuation sheet

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries

state N /A code

county code

state code

county code

11. Form Prepared By

Joyceann Moreland
name/titte  C, Samuel Mudd

Elizabeth A. Straw
J. Randal Wallar

organization Anderson City Planning Department

date June, 1984

street & number 120 E. Eighth Street

telephone 317/646-9630

city or town Anderson

state Indiana 46015

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification

The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

—.... national ___state .

As the designated State Historic Preservation Ofticer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89—
665}, | herehy nominate this property for inclusion in th
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the| N

State Historic Preservation Officer signature

National Register and cemty that it hw3 been evaluated

jiZj\Pik Service,

" uue INndiana State Historic Preservatyon Of icer date 10-19-82

For NPS use on!y e
I-hereby certify that this pt ‘3perty :

T

‘,pcludéd in the ﬁaﬁéﬁai Regitter

Keeper of the National Register

Attest:

Chief of Registration













{

WEST CENTRAL HISTORIC D

REVISED 9/14/1984

* ~ _ . 9TH STREET

5 G
: | &

_ELWWTH 5 S | E—  S— Sy S

P ofge vlie =l
ER I wl A I e PARKING AREA 5
I ey v | Eelcit

J G Pis — Jool LT ) ‘ i %

1 r; ........ D W =7 a—»L smEETﬁ 68> \Ess T0TH STREET :
H ( r—v <
5——"7'—1‘ h ﬁ 17 ‘ ARKING AREA
5 g oo ;rmmsqw S0 B[

FD;&@ m 1 2 . =\ w
IS ) | B = O comom UE = ob (7115
| DDD D E:YWCA% I:,j[] r_‘——‘ 5
{ % 28 NURSING HOME 26% D D 2 "?” E
! A z
} i ARKING AREA Q
B PARKING ARE 25 _j%
> -27 J1TH S"REET
i P o | 5
N g ) (@
o Lol | Ll g,
ﬁ CHAMBER BUILDING =
I =l | =l =] === i
o moo |[; EDSEESDEI it
o < < :
Ol 148 g g1 | g "
e el oo i 8
73 _J.L
- 77 50> :

12TH STREET

JOHN STREET

CONRAIL TRACKS

78 )
Y B EEODD)E PR T
M oo ]
o=
10 ] (o] LT B
<60 13TH STREET

-

T 14TH STREET

CHASE STREET: z
| }

District Boundary

14TH STREET

intn



|

|

WEST CENTRAL HISTORIC D

REVISED 9/14/1984

®TH STREET 8TH STREET
) : ) " —
o
= H | G
e g 4
T T g\l%‘mﬂwriwj -------------------- .. ..-."'.-.....'..._i. ............. %
3 | e p———— A
2| " oflwe Ple |,
! . . i =4
S ol R ] Bt U]}P S
JE - . Jljg -~ Z‘Bfizi"l' = 'J
Fevevesssseesnnsensoinins T30TH 7 e STREETA 10TH STREET
Y[ =17 )\ (o k (~ Vo 7
- ; g ;’ ) Lé U:‘?’;Dm;m D GF_BDI_‘L. i PARKING AREA
n i o B o g :_J* 5 ol =
;I| = 2 EEG!! ] [:l = oC10000 LA §
Ol 20 o b vk =]
28 NURSING HOME 5 ' j_I; J
e 4 )
y s
PARKING AREA 25 2 !
J ) BH
- 70 -27
o o
! N ’ :
T35 ! 75 38 Ia_slho D | a2l
18 [ BEVDIE;
w CHAMBER BUILDING
& e T s B s I e 10 0 O
—— H
= ﬁaumuﬂ?gﬁjgﬂmgmgé
2 < S < -
ol |48 t g T‘— i g
2 | DD—DWT&}G e
) JiUZ
-7 50— 12TH STREET -
= ~
E
: 85
B ERU0H A8 JoE
P M i o C oe ”U
¥ g I DD,DDDD @DD
fg % O |
| | oHEmTDI|E )
w
E / s 80 geesseesecsesesssenes 13TH STREET
4 s [
z o
/ LRI
t DE [~
.;: :
b
[ 4
®
-]
<
5 TaTH STREET

T 14TH STREET

District Boundary

Intru



